Committee on Services for Individuals, who are Deaf Deaf-Blind,

 Hard of Hearing and Late –Deafened 
Present 19 (7 Members, 12 Partners” representing National Deafness related organizations)

There were 3 Presentation made to the Committee:
1. Dr. Betsy Winston from the National Consortium of Interpreter Education Center reported on the results of a national need assessment which was designed to identify current and future needs of interpreter education programs.

The results of the assessment indicated that the number of interpreters available for deaf staff and consumers has decreased.  A major factor impacting the availability is increased employment with agencies, providing video relay services.

2. The second presenter was Rebecca Sills from Georgia VR program, she discussed the newly released “CRC Guide to Success”.  The DVD presents the CRC Study Guide in ASL (American Sign Language).  The DVD is available for $25.00 and can be reproduced.    

3. The third presenter was Ms. Annette Reichmann from RSA.  She announced the National Conference from State Coordinators for the Deaf and Deaf Blind will be held August 22-25, 2010, in Baltimore, M.D.  States will be eligible to receive a stipend to cover hotel expenses for the coordinators.

Goals

1) Analyze and determine effectiveness of resources used to provide ILS to persons who are deaf and Hard of Hearing.  Status: Completed

2) Put into action the activities, of the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU). Develop a system to monitor, evaluate and report activities.  Continue to develop MOU’s with National Consumer Organization. Status : On-going

The committee will review existing MOU’s and update the ones that need revising.  Will request additional guidance from CSAVR regarding the development of future MOU’s or cooperative agreement.

Update

A report was made from the Model State Plan for the Deaf Sub Committee by Pat Tomlinson.  The Model State Plan was completed and distributed to State Directors and State coordinators.  

This past summer, members of the sub-committee sent out a survey to determine if states had implemented the Plan.  Surveys were sent to both State Directors and State Coordinators for the Deaf.  Her response rate was law for both.  (21 out of 80 State Coordinators responded)

Recommendations:  There were 3

1. To make the 125 page MSP more user friendly.  A one page summary of each chapter will be developed.

2. A session on the MSP could be included in the National Conference for State Coordinators scheduled for August 2010.

3. Committee will explore ways to monitor the Plan as a living document.  The TACE  coordinate the provision of TA to status upon request
