Business Meeting Report of CSAVR Committee on Services for Individuals who are Deaf, Deaf-Blind, Hard of Hearing, & Late-Deafened

November 10, 2010

Pat Tomlinson reporting for Chair, Roy Albert

The Committee meeting involved interesting and challenging participation- 15 persons were present, 9 additional persons by teleconference (7 locations) - and interpreters in 4 locations).

There were 4 presenters:

The first two presentations were from our partner national universities, Gallaudet (Robert Weinstock reporting) and NTID (Mark Sommer reporting). Both programs have new Presidents who are long-time friends of the CSAVR and participants of the Committee. We are indeed fortunate to have Dr. Alan Hurwitz and Dr. Gerry Buckley as leaders of these Universities who understand the VR program, its mandates, practices, and issues related to serving consumers with hearing loss. Both programs are in transitional phases of realigning programs and developing new programs consistent with new technologies and employment trends.

Hope Crumley, Oklahoma SCD reported on a 34-minute video of their “Rights & Responsibilities” booklet. The entire booklet has been produced in ASL and is being used by their deaf consumers with great feedback. It has an added benefit of utilization by Deaf/Low Vision consumers because of the unique lighting that highlights the hands of the signers. It is not copyrighted and can be “stolen” for use by any VR agency. If desired, it can be individualized to a state VR program at minimal cost. It is available on U-Tube and also the Okalhoma website http://okrehab.org/info/videos/Video-ASL.htm.

To make changes, contact the producer at Garman.com and ask for the “Deaf DVD”.

Mark Seegar, Communication Services for the Deaf, reported on their $15 million ARRA “Project Endeavor” to provide discounted broadband access and equipment. Priority will be given to VR and transition eligible consumers who are deaf. Verification of VR eligibility will be needed by applicants from VR counselors. (Release will be provided.) It is a 2-year project starting August, 2010. Applications will be available December 1, 2010. The project is also employing 60 consumers (18 positions are still open.) Detailed information will be sent to sates via the RSA SCD ListServ and through RehabNet.
Committee Goals and Membership

Because of retirements and job moves, the Committee has lost several very active members. We are therefore:

1. Encouraging state directors to consider appointment of new members to the Committee, and

2. Redistributing activities to meet our goals related to:

a. Effective resources and practices for provision of ILS services to the target populations.

b. Identification of training programs to meet the demand for staff skilled to serve consumers who are Deaf, Deaf/Blind, Hard of Hearing, and Late-Deafened.

c. Further development of partner relationships and resources.

d. Continued focus on the Model State Plan as a training, technical assistance, and strategic planning tool with promising practices highlighted from various state approaches to implementation.

Report accepted by the members present at the Business Meeting.

