Committee on Services for Individuals who are Deaf, Deaf-Blind
Hard of Hearing and Late Deafened

Present:  22 (10 members, 12 “partners” representing national Deafness related organizations).

Two presentations were made to the Committee:

1. Dr. Gerry Buckley representing the Rochester Institute of Technology/National Technology Institute for the Deaf and Catherine Andersen representing Gallaudet University reported on a recent meeting held between their respective presidents and Commissioner Ruttledge.  Drs. DeCaro and Hurwitz met with the commissioner to share their concerns about their declining enrollment and to request her support in clarifying RSA’s policy regarding states’ use of federally funded out-of- state programs.  Staff from both schools reported that prospective students have been denied financial support from VR agencies even though the schools are federally funded and no equivalent programs exist in the states.  The universities realize funding may be limited to the state’s rate but it appears many students were not afforded the option of attending NTID or Gallaudet.  Staff from the schools asked the Commissioner to issue an Information Memorandum to add clarity to this concern. 

2. Ms. Jaime Pope, Executive Director of the American Association of the Deaf-Blind presented on the importance of and the increased need for SSPs or Support Service Providers.  A few years ago, the Association surveyed members asking them to identify their critical needs.  The majority stated they needed trained support service providers to provide communication, information and visual access.  SSPs provide support to deaf-blind individuals in the home, in the community and in the work environment providing the necessary information and cues for the consumer to make an informed decision.  The duties of the SSP differ from that of a personal assistant and it is a time limited service VR could provide to help a deaf-blind consumer become acclimated to their work environment. 

3. Annette Reichman from RSA provided an update of this summer’s National State Coordinator for the Deaf and Deaf-Blind Conference.  The conference, sponsored by RSA and the University of Arkansas TACE, will be held August 23rd-25th in Baltimore, MD.  The theme is “Partners Building Bridges: Overcoming Challenges thru Leadership and Collaboration.”  State directors are encouraged to send their state coordinators for the deaf and deaf-blind to this national training event.

For additional information go to www.uacurrents.org/
Next we had a spirited discussion on the Model State Plan.
The Model State Plan for the Deaf is a document that provides comprehensive working information for program assessment along with guidelines and resources for model program development and delivery of vocational rehabilitation services leading to successful employment outcomes for persons who are deaf, deaf-blind, hard of hearing and late deafened.  It was authored by VR professionals with extensive experience in programs and services for these targeted populations.  CSAVR has endorsed the Model State Plan and many states have implemented it in whole or in part.  The committee encourages state directors and state coordinators to re-visit the Model State Plan.  It can be accessed at Lulu.com and downloaded for free, or purchased for $8.75 per copy.  

In the summer of 2009, the Committee surveyed state directors and state coordinators to gauge states’ implementation of the Model State Plan.  The response rate was low:  21 of eighty state directors and 36 state coordinators responded.  This led the committee to theorize that the value of the Model State Plan has not been recognized; therefore the committee implemented strategies to highlight the value of the document. To this end, the committee developed a very user friendly SNAPSHOT of the Model State Plan, summarizing the 8 chapters included in the document and including a list of individuals throughout the nation who could provide technical assistance in specific areas.   

We have an Action Item related to this endeavor.

ACTION ITEM:

I move that CSAVR endorses the distribution of the “SNAPSHOT” and encourages use of the full Model State Plan by State agencies, RSA and TACE centers.

