NAnited States Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

April 22, 2005

The Honorable Arlen Specter The Honorable Tom Harkin
Chairman Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Subcommittee on Labor, Health and
Human Services, and Education Human Services, and Education
Senate Committee on Appropriations Senate Committee on Appropriations
Dirksen 184 Dirksen 184

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Arlen and Tom:

As you begin preparation of the Fiscal Year 2005 Labor, Health and Human
Services, and Education appropriations bill, we request your support for an increase of
$100 million for Vocational Rehabilitation State Grants to expand and improve
Vocational Rehabilitation (VR) services for students with disabilities who are still in high

school.

Last year, the President signed a bi-partisan reauthorization of the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act that focuses on improving services for special education
students leaving school for post-secondary life. And the House of Representatives
recently passed a reauthorization of the Workforce Investment Act which promotes the
involvement of VR systems in secondary schools. Should the proposal become law, once
the appropriation for VR exceeds the FY 2005 appropriation by $100 million, VR
agencies will be required to carry out activities to improve and expand services that
facilitate student transition, improve the achievement of post-school goals, support
training and technical assistance to personnel, support outreach activities, provide
vocational guidance, career exploration services, and job search skills to students with
disabilities.

On a bi-partisan basis we all agree that unemployment rates of people with
disabilities — now approaching 70 percent — are unacceptable and that VR services have
the potential to reduce this number. The President’s recently submitted budget makes a
down-payment of $7 million for this purpose outside of the State Grants program, but
without a $100 million increase in VR State Grants, state VR programs will continue to
struggle to provide services to transitioning youth, and students with disabilities will
continue to be unprepared for employment when they leave school.

We recognize that the Subcommittee faces tight budget constraints, but this
investment is imperative to assist States in improving post-school results for students
with disabilities.






